Members and Families of Upper Arlington’s Asian and Asian American Community
Upper Arlington, OH

March 31, 2021

The Honorable Jon Husted
Riffe Center, 30" Floor

77 South High Street
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Mr. Husted:

We, the undersigned, are writing to you today as parents of Asian children in Upper Arlington
schools and members of Upper Arlington’s growing Asian and Asian American community. We
are reaching out to you regarding your recent tweets concerning the origins of the COVID-19
pandemic, and the use of the invective “Wuhan Virus.”

While much has been reported on the stunning increase in violence towards Asians and Asian
Americans nationally in the last year, we wish to highlight concerns that exist directly within our
own community of Upper Arlington, specifically targeted towards children. Our children have
been targeted for bullying and abuse in the district well before the start of the COVID-19
pandemic, but that abuse has increased significantly in the last 14 months and has reached levels
that have brought news media attention to our doorsteps.

Our children are the classmates, friends, and neighbors of your children.

Lt. Governor Husted, your choice of words has only raised the anxiety and fear that Asians and
Asian Americans in Upper Arlington are currently experiencing. We want to believe that you did
not have as your goal to make your neighbors feel even more frightened and even more
vulnerable. So, we are sharing our fear with you. Many of us fear the verbal abuse that our
children and family members experience will soon escalate to physical violence against them,
and we are incapable of protecting them from this. As Lt. Governor, you are uniquely positioned
to represent and protect the interests and safety of all Ohioans. As a resident of Upper Arlington,
and our Lt. Governor, you are uniquely situated and have the power to take action to protect the
families of our community. To protect all of our families.

We respectfully extend the invitation to meet personally to discuss the issues of violence and
hatred towards Ohio’s Asian and Asian American citizens. Our purpose is not to inflame, but to
open a dialogue that we hope can make Upper Arlington a better place for our families.
Ultimately, we would welcome partnering with you to expand that message throughout the State
of Ohio. We are all Ohioans and Buckeyes, and so much stronger together.

Respectfully,



